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Chairman John L. Nau, III (City: Houston, Term: 2015–21) 
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David Gravelle (City: Dallas, Term: 2018-21) 
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Laurie Limbacher (City: Austin, Term: 2018–23) 
Catherine McKnight (City: Dallas, Term: 2017–23) 
Tom Perini (City: Buffalo Gap, Term: 2011–21) 
Gilbert E. Peterson (City: Alpine, Term: 2007–19) 
Daisy Sloan White (City: College Station, Term: 2011–23) 
 

Submitted via Electronic Mail to: 
Ms. Esther Brickley, Senior Executive Assistant: 

esther.brickley@thc.texas.gov  
 

RE:  Permit Request by George P. Bush, Commissioner,  
Texas General Land Office   

 
September 17, 2020  

Dear Distinguished Members of the Texas Historical Commission: 

This letter is sent by Grassroots America – We the People PAC on behalf 
of the Texas Conservative Grassroots Coalition, a network of grassroots 
political organizations and opinion leaders representing thousands of 
conservative voters and activists throughout the State of Texas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Contact: JoAnn Fleming 

Executive Director 

(903) 360-2858  

grassrootsleadership@gawtp.com  
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First, thank you for performing the difficult and complicated responsibility 
of preserving Texas history and the sites where history occurred. We are 
confident that you take this responsibility seriously and thus strive to 
ensure that only the purest and most complete historical facts support 
Texas history and our Texas historical monuments. 

In that regard, we are writing to specifically address the request by the 
Texas General Land Office for a permit to move the Alamo Cenotaph from 
its original location near the Long Barracks—its intended permanent 
position—to a historically insignificant area some 500 feet south.  There, it 
will be separated – completely outside the boundaries of the Alamo itself – 
where it will instead grace the Menger Hotel. 

We are appealing to you to deny this permit because there are numerous 
historically sound reasons to leave it where it is and no legitimate reason to 
support moving it to this new location. 

People from all over the world recognize the grounds of the Alamo as a 
sacred place of reverence and remembrance. The Cenotaph was completed 
in 1940, being placed directly on the battlefield to memorialize and 
commemorate the lives of the men who sacrificed their life there for Texas 
independence. Its placement on the battlefield was not random, but 
intentional. 

Indeed, the Cenotaph was placed at that specific location after an 
agreement among Cenotaph sculptor Pompeo Coppini, the Texas 
Governor, and the San Antonio City Government because the site was the 
last line of defense before the Alamo fell to the Mexican Army in 1836 – the 
very area where the largest number of Defenders were killed. It 
commemorates the courage those Defenders showed as they faced 
overwhelming odds, knowing they would surely die. The Cenotaph is a 
battlefield war memorial. You do not move a battlefield war memorial off 
the battlefield! To do so would be equivalent to moving the Defenders’ 
headstone off the very ground they defended.  

The Cenotaph is also an “empty tomb” (literal meaning of the word) 
because Mexican General Santa Anna’s troops dragged away the bodies of 
the Defenders leaving only volumes of their blood there to stain the soil. 
They burned some Defenders on three funeral pyres located more than 350 
yards southeast of the Alamo compound; they shoved others into defensive 
trenches in the Plaza. It is a proven and well-documented historical fact 
that there was no funeral pyre located in the area to which the applicants 
are requesting to move the Cenotaph. 
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 The battle cry “Remember the Alamo” rings worldwide and stirs awe in 
those who realize the solemn commitment those men made. On Alamo 
Plaza, the context makes it abundantly clear that less than two hundred 
men, all of them imperfect – but courageous – chose to face over ten times 
their number and to die for the Great Cause of Liberty from a despotic 
Mexican government. 

Those facts are indelible; they are engraved in Texas history and provide a 
beacon of hope for others—even today—who suffer under similar 
repressive governments.  

Without the context of the present location, the Cenotaph is a marble 
statue ripe for vandalism and destruction. The proposed plan moves it to a 
spot in front of the Menger Hotel where context is irrelevant. Given recent 
events where the Alamo Cenotaph was vandalized with racist and hate-
filled graffiti by a mob bent on defacing the Alamo Church, we know the 
Cenotaph stands little chance in a public “free speech” area located entirely 
outside the Alamo walls!  There, it will have virtually no protection. 

Historical leaders, it is indeed upon your shoulders to ensure that the 1936 
Centennial Marker (Historical Marker 95) endures for future generations; 
yet, it is not necessary to move the Cenotaph for repair as is claimed by the 
permit applicants. Even the City of San Antonio’s very own commissioned 
engineers’ report clearly stated that fact—information that was hidden for 
four years by the applicants and then only divulged due to the filing of a 
Freedom of Information Act request. It can best be repaired in place – the 
safest restoration option according to the leading sculptural and 
engineering experts in the United States. 

The application you must decide upon asks that the Cenotaph be moved. 
What reason is there for moving this memorial from the battlefield? After 
listening to all their explanations, we have heard no valid reason.  There is 
only one true reason – George P. Bush, Commissioner of the Texas 
General Land Office, and Ron Nirenberg, Mayor of San Antonio, have 
decided they do not want the Cenotaph to remain on the Battlefield to 
pay homage to our fallen Texas heroes. 

Plank Number 296 of the 2018 Republican Party of Texas Platform expressly 
declares the Alamo Cenotaph “shall not be moved.” Ninety-eight percent  
(97.82%) of March 2020 Republican Primary voters voted in favor of this 
proposition: “Texans should protect and preserve all historical monuments, 
artifacts, and buildings, such as the Alamo Cenotaph and our beloved 
Alamo, and should oppose any reimagining of the Alamo site.”  



4 
 

  
Subsequently, Plank 303(e.) of the 2020 Republican Party of Texas Platform 
states, “Specific protection shall be afforded the site [Alamo], including all 
land and existing monuments, including the Cenotaph, which SHALL NOT 
be moved from its present site.” 

We ask you to listen to the people of Texas to whom the Alamo and the 
Cenotaph bear great and profound significance.   

We sincerely urge the Texas Historical Commission – in the name of liberty 
and in acknowledgement of Texans’ sacred respect for the valiant Alamo 
Defenders – to demonstrate the boldness of the Texas spirit and 
resoundingly deny the permit to relocate the Alamo Cenotaph!   

Sincerely, undersigned Texas Conservative Grassroots Coalition partners, * 

LTC Allen West (USA, Ret), Chairman, Republican Party of Texas 

JoAnn Fleming, Executive Director, Grassroots America – We the People PAC 

Cathie Adams, 1st VP, Eagle Forum: Former Chair, Republican Party of 
Texas, SD 8 

MaryAnne Aiken, Board Member, Grassroots America - We the People, SD 1 

Karen Albright, past President, Freestone County TEA Party, SD 5 

Sam Anderson, Precinct Chair, Denton County Republican Party, Events 
Coordinator, Flower Mound Area Republican Club, SD 12 

Margie Arens, President, Denton Republican Women's Club, SD 12 

Janet Baber, Precinct Chair, Smith County Republican Party, SD 1 

Deborah Bailey, past Secretary, San Angelo TEA Party, SD 28 

Dottie Barnes, Co-Founder, Conservative Society of Navarro County, SD 22 

Jim Barnes, President, McAllen/Hidalgo County TEA Party; Valley 
Conservative Newsletter Editor, SD 20 

Anna Bartosh, Treasurer, San Angelo TEA Party; Legislative Chair, San 
Angelo Republican Women, SD 28 

Teresa Beckmeyer, Public Policy Director, Saulsbury Family; SD 28 

Mike Belsick, Secretary, Fredericksburg Tea Party, SD 24 

Annette Bennett, Precinct Chair, Gillespie County Republican Party, 
Fredericksburg Tea Party; Heritage Action Sentinel, SD 24 
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 Bill Bingham, Board Member, Bryan/College Station Tea Party; former Precinct 
Chair Brazos County Republican Party, SD 5 

Tammy Blair, past Chairman, Cherokee County Republican Party, Board 
Member, East Texans for Liberty, SD 1 

Joanna Bowen, Secretary, Lake Country Republican Club, Hawkins/Holly Lake 
Republican Club, SD 1 

Judy Brady, past President, Central Texas TEA Party, SD 24 

Jill Bridges, Precinct Chair, Denton County Republican Party, SD 12 

Janie Brittain, Steering Committee Member, Garland Tea Party; Dallas Eagle 
Forum, SD 16 

K.C. Broyles, President, Clear Lake Tea Party, SD 11 

Wes Brumit, Chairman, Voices of Conservatism and Liberty PAC (VOCAL), SD 1 

Tina Bryan, Events Coordinator, East Texans for Liberty; Gregg County 
Republican Party, SD 1 

Bill Buhl, Precinct Chair, Bell County Republican Party, SD 24 

Dennis Cable, Precinct Chair, Smith County Republican Party; past SREC SD 1 

Adam Cahn, Austin political blogger, Cahnman’s Musings, SD 21 

Arthur Cameron, former Precinct Chair, Smith County Republican Party; 
Grassroots America - We the People, SD 1 

Kelly Canon, VP Legislative Affairs, Arlington Republican Club, Precinct Chair, 
Tarrant County Republican Party, SD 10 

David Carter, Central Texas TEA Party, John Birch Society, GOA, NRA, SD 24 

Cindi Castilla, President, Texas Eagle Forum, SD 16 

Janna Castloo, Chair, Wood County Republican Party, SD 1 

Meredith Chiles, past President, Republican Club of Sun City, Georgetown, SD 5 

Della Clark, Member, Grassroots America - We the People, SD 1 

Dr. Dwayne "Doc" Collins, Founder & Chairman, Edom TEA Party, SD 2 

Eileen & Jerry Collins, Chair, Cass County Republican Party; President, Piney 
Woods Republican Women, SD 1 

Mark Coppock, Webmaster, Bryan/College Station Tea Party; Precinct Chair, 
Brazos County Republican Party, SD 5 

Craig Cosgray, President, Highland Lakes Tea Party, SD 24 

Sylvia Coulson, Vice Chair, Ellis County Republican Party, SD 22 
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  Ruth Cremin, Kerr County Patriots; SREC SD 24 

Connie Curry, Founder, West Texas Conservative Leadership, SD 28 

Don Dixon, Longtime transportation reform activist & blogger, SD 25 

Frank Dobrovolny, President, Cherokee County Texas Republican Club, SD 3 

Jim & Char Doonan, Lake Country Republicans; past Coordinator, Wood County 
Tea Party, SD 1 

Carol Doucet, Co-Founder, Conservative Society of Navarro County & Navarro 
County TEA Party, SD 22 

Trevor Dupuy, Founder & Spokesperson, Horseshoe Bay Conservative Caucus, SD 
24 

Rick Eisenbach, President, Grassroots America - We the People, SD 1 

Sharon Emmert, self-retired Smith County Commissioner, Charter Member, 
Grassroots America - We the People, SD 1 

Maria Espinoza, Co-Founder/National Director, The Remembrance Project, SD 17 

Sue Evenwel, past SREC, Senate District 1; Chair, Titus County Republican Party, 
SD 1 

Tom & Toni Fabry, SD 1 Coalition Leaders, TX Conservative Grassroots Coalition, 
SD 1 

Dave & Mary Fallert, Kaufman County GOP Club, SD 2 

Rebecca Forest, President, Women on the Wall, SD 24 

Terry Frady, Treasurer, Harlingen Tea Party, SD 27 

Rena & David French, Founder Patriot Members, Grassroots America – We the 
People, SD 3 

Bill & Patty Gallagher, Principals, Primadata Liberty Center, SD 2 

Alejandro Gauna, Co-Founder, Texas Minority Coalition, SD 1 

Gary Gentz, Precinct Chair, Henderson County Republican Party; Member, 
Henderson County Tea Party, SD 3 

Catherine Gibb, past President, Plano Republican Women, SD 8 

Tom Glass, Founder & Chair, Texas Constitutional Enforcement, SD 7 

Jill Glover, Precinct Chair, Denton County Republican Party; SREC SD 12 

Suezette Griffin, Board Member, Clear Lake TEA Party, President, Pearland Tea 
Party, SD 11 
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 Sharon Guthrie, Secretary & Precinct Chair, Smith County Republican Party, SD 1 

Jaclyn Hall, Parliamentarian, Kerr County Patriots, SD 24 

Terri Hall, Founder/Director, Texans Uniting for Reform and Freedom (TURF) & 
Texans for Toll-free Highways, SD 24 

Maria Hammerlein-Martinez, Executive Director, Immigration Reform Coalition of 
Texas, SD 24 

Phyllis Harding-Nichols, Precinct Chair, Wood County Republican Party, SD 1 

Barbara Harless, Co-Founder, North Texas Citizens Lobby, SD 8 

Joe Harrison, Founder & Organizer, Cass County Patriots, SD 1 

Carole Haynes, Ph.D., Founder, American Citizens Matter, SD 12 

Cara Hill, Member, Smith County GOP Women; Grassroots America, SD 1 

Beth Hollingsworth, Lone Star Coalition SD 2; Red Texas Forum, SD 2 

Mary & Dale Huls, Bowie County Patriots; Texas Conservative Grassroots 
Coalition Leaders; TCG SD 1 Coalition leaders 

Daniel Hunt, Chair, Henderson County Republican Party, SD 3 

Jeremiah Hunter, Delegate, Republican Party of Texas Convention, SD 1 

Lola & Bill Hurt, Precinct Chair, Dallas County Republican Party; Program Director, 
Dallas Eagle Forum, SD 16 

Bill Hussey, Founder & past President, Llano TEA Party, SD 24 

Troy Jackson, PhD., President, Southwest Dallas County Republicans, SD 23 

Cathy Jaster, Precinct Chair, Williamson County Republican Party; Texans4Truth, 
SD 5 

Robert Kecseg, past SREC SD 1, Precinct Chair, Wood County Republican Party 

Bill Kelberlau, Texans for Truth, SD 5 

Robert Kelsey, past President, Llano Tea Party, SD 24 

Sandra Kindt, Chair, Washington County Republican Party; President, Washington 
County TEA Party, SD 18 

Jackie King, Founder, Conservative Society of Navarro County, SD 22 

Rick Kirchhof, Steering Committee Member, Llano Tea Party, SD 24 

Larry Korkmas, President, Texans for Immigration Reduction and Enforcement 
(TFIRE), SD 17 

Craig Licciardi, Precinct Chair, Smith County Republican Party; Board Member, 
Grassroots America - We the People, SD 1 

 



8 
 

Matt Long, President, Fredericksburg TEA Party of Texas, SD 24 

Teri Lopez, Vice President, Republican Women of Gregg County; East Texans for 
Liberty, SD 1 

Susan Lucas, Board Member, Bryan/College Station Tea Party, SD 5 

Terry Lynch, past President, Park Cities Republican Women, SD 8 

John Marler, Subject Matter Expert & Speaker, Agenda 21-2030, SD 5 

Karen Marsalis, past President, Panola County Republican Women; past 
President, Panola County Conservatives, SD 1 

William Marsalis, Past President, Panola County Conservatives, SD 1 

Beth Maynard, Precinct Chair, Eastland County Republican Party, SD 28 

Ken & Janet Mayne, Secretary, Llano Tea Party, Precinct Chair, Llano County 
Republican Party, SD 24 

Kevin McCall, Precinct Chair, Smith County Republican Party, Grassroots America 
- We the People, SD 1 

Ronda McCauley, Precinct Chair, Williamson County Republican Party; 
Moderator, Texans4Truth, SD 5 

Gloria McDonald, Board Member, Denton County Conservative Coalition; 
Precinct Chair, Denton County Republican Party, SD 12 

Stacy McMahan, Executive Director, East Texans for Liberty, SD 1 

Gloria Melendez, Management Committee, Bexar County Republican Party, SD 
19 

Carol Meyer, Gregg County Republican Club; East Texans for Liberty, SD 1 

Cindy Meyer, Board Member, Collin County Patriots; Co-founder, Allen Area 
Patriots, SD 8 

Kathy Morgan, Precinct Chair, Collin County Republican Party; President, Golden 
Corridor Republican Women, SD 30 

Frank Motsenbocker, Precinct Chair, Wood County Republican Party; 
Communications Chair, Holly Lake Hawkins Republican Club, SD 1 

Cynthia Murphy, Fredericksburg Tea Party; Gillespie County Republican Club, SD 
24 

Joe Murphy, Treasurer, Fredericksburg Tea Party, SD 24 

Holly Muskus, charter member Grassroots America - We the People; Precinct 
Chair, Smith County Republican Party, SD 1 

Ray Myers, Co-Chair, Lone Star Coalition, SD 2 
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  Sandy Neff, North Dallas Freedom Forum, SD 16 

Judy Nichols, Chair, Jefferson County Republican Party, SD 4 

Nelda Nowlin, Board Member, San Angelo TEA Party, SD 28 

Laura Oakley, Founder/President, Grapevine Republican Club, SD 12 

Karla Oquin, San Angelo TEA Party, San Angelo Republican Women, SD 28 

Ashton Oravetz III, past Chairman, Smith County Republican Party; past Board 
Member, Grassroots America – We the People PAC, SD 1 

Melinda Penniman-Marler, Texans 4 Truth; Precinct Chair, Williamson County 
Republican Party, SD 5 

Tillie Perkins, President, RED Texas Forum; Co-Chair, Lone Star Coalition, SD 2 

Peggy Plumlee, Member, Wood County Republican Party, SD 1 

Laura Pressley, Ph.D., Founder, True Texas Elections, LLC, SD 5 

Terry & Joy Putnam, Texans 4 Truth, SD 5 

Lillie Ralph, 1st VP, RED Texas Forum, SD 2 

Mark Ramsey, Texas Electoral College Member CD 10, former SREC SD 7 

David Rasco, Precinct Chair, Smith County Republican Party, SD 1 

Philip Ratisseau, Board Member, Clear Lake TEA Party, SD 11 

Fran Rhodes, President, True Texas Project, SD 9 

Laura Richter, 2018 Delegate, Republican Party of Texas Convention; Lone Star 
Coalition SD 2; Red Texas Forum, SD 2 

Mike Richter, Red Texas Forum, SD 2 

Kathi-Ann Rivard, Precinct Chair, Collin County Republican Party; Golden Corridor 
Republican Women, Frisco Tea Party, SD 30 

Stacey Roberts, Precinct Chair, Reeves County Republican Party; West Texas 
Conservative Forum, SD 19 

Kat Rowoldt, Publisher/Owner, Christian Reporter News; Precinct Chair, Tom 
Green County Republican Party, SD 28 

Jeff Sadighi, Chairman, SE Texas Tea Party; Vice Chair, Jefferson County 
Republican Party, SD 4 

Jonathan Saenz, President, Texas Values Action, SD 5 

Sudie Sartor, Treasurer, Texans United for Reform and Freedom (TURF), SD 25 

Josie D Schoolcraft, 2nd Vice President, Cherokee County Republican Club; 
Precinct Chair, Cherokee County Republican Party, SD 3 
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 Cynthia Simpson, Election Judge, Brazoria County; Precinct Chair, Brazoria County 
Republican Party, SD 11 

Bryan Slaton, Republican Nominee, House District 2, SD 2 

Vicki Slaton, Former (term limited) SREC SD 2; RED Texas Forum, SD 2 

Alan Smith, Steering Committee Member, Fredericksburg Tea Party, SD 24 

Angela Smith, Founder & Steering Committee Member, Fredericksburg Tea Party, 
SD 24 

Dr. Gregory Smith, Republican Election Clerk, SD 1 

Mary Smith, North Texas Director, Concerned Women for America, SD 10 

Joan Somma, Board Member, Texans for Immigration Reduction and Enforcement 
(TFIRE), SD 17 

Jim Speiran, past Board Member, Grassroots America - We the People; Precinct 
Chair, Smith County Republican Party, SD 1 

Melissa Spence, Board Member, Allen Area Patriots, SD 8 

Amy Spiess, Fredericksburg Tea Party, SD 24 

Melody Spray, Director, Harrison County We the People, SD 1 

Jim Stanley, Chairman, Henderson County Tea Party, SD 3 

Joel Starnes, Executive Director, Texas Liberty Initiative, SD 9 

Karen Starnes, Texas Liberty Initiative, SD 9 

Barb Stauffer, Steering Committee Member, Garland Tea Party, SD 16 

David Stein, Chairman, Smith County Republican Party, SD 1 

Heather Stoner, Board Member, Grassroots America - We the People; Precinct 
Chair, Smith County Republican Party, SD 1 

Dwayne Stovall, Director, Get Off My State, SD 3 

Jimmie Taylor, PAC Treasurer, Grassroots America - We the People, SD 2 

Lyleann McClellan Thee, immediate past President, San Angelo TEA Party, SD 28 

Bela Toth, Board Member, Pearland Tea Party; Pearland Area GOP Club, SD 11 

Mildred Toth, Board Member, Pearland Tea Party; Pearland Area Republican Club, 
SD 11 

Jerry Trollinger, Chairman, Canton Tea Party, SD 2 

Lou Vail, Chair, Knox County Republican Party, SD 28 

Tracy Vincent, Board Member, Gregg County Republican Club, SD 1 
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Wesley Virdell, Fredericksburg Tea Party, SD 28 

Karl Voigtsberger, former SREC SD 8 

Kathy Wakeman, Precinct Chair, Wood County Republican Party; President, 
Republican Women of Wood County, SD 1 

Sam Walzel, Deacon, Living for the Brand Cowboy Church, SD 3 

Ken West, former Precinct Chair, Wood County Republican Party, SD 1 

Maggie Whitt, President, Minority Engagement Group; State Republican 
Executive Committeewoman, SD 8 

Maggie & Carroll Wright, Founding member & past President, Texas Patriots TEA 
Party, SD 22 

David Wylie, State Republican Executive Committeeman, SD 12 

Ruth York, Vice President, Tea Party Patriots of Eastland County; Editor, The 
Grateful Texan, SD 28 

 

*Organizations are listed for identification purposes. 

 

 

The Texas Conservative Grassroots Coalition 
 is the premier project of  

Grassroots America –  We the People PAC. 
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