Texas Grassroots Coalition
Strong Support for Grid Security for Special Session

Relating to the protection of energy-critical infrastructure from
electromagnetic, geomagnetic, terroristic, and cyber-attack threats.

May 30, 2017
The Honorable Greg Abbott

Governor of Texas

Dear Governor Abbott:

Another critical piece of unfinished legislative business important to the
life and economic prosperity in Texas is grid security. This is the second
session we’ve worked to get a grid security bill passed, but it seems the
voice of the lobbyists is once again louder than ours.

Although the bulk of political support for grid security has come from
Republicans, we were delighted to see that Senator John Whitmire (D) —
the Dean of the Texas Senate — was a co-author of Senator Hall’s SB 83. In
addition, on February 1, 2017, the US House Energy and Commerce
Committee’s Ranking Member, Congressman Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-NJ),

spoke about the importance of continued improvements to our nation’s
efforts to defend against cybersecurity threats to the electricity grid,
saying, “l consider grid security to be a top tier national security
concern.”

As you are well aware, Governor, the 2016 Texas GOP Platform, page 17,
section 155, states, “We urge that the Texas Legislature pass legislation to
harden the Texas Electric Grid against:

1. Cyber-attacks on the grid’s computerized command and control system.
2. Physical attacks on substations and major high voltage transformers.

3. Geomagnetic storms created by solar flares from the sun.

4. Electromagnetic Pulse (EMP).”

The 2016 National Republican Party Platform agrees, “The grid is aging,
vulnerable to cyber and terrorist threats, and unprepared to serve our
energy needs of tomorrow.”

Finally, on November 21, 2016, President-Elect Donald Trump stated that
he would ask “the Department of Defense and the Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff to develop a comprehensive plan to protect America’s vital

infrastructure from cyber-attacks and all other forms of attacks.”
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https://democrats-energycommerce.house.gov/newsroom/press-releases/pallone-calls-for-ongoing-improvements-to-grid-cybersecurity
http://www.realclearpolitics.com/video/2016/11/21/a_message_from_president-elect_trump_introducing_policy_plans.html
http://www.realclearpolitics.com/video/2016/11/21/a_message_from_president-elect_trump_introducing_policy_plans.html

Although we have cited support from both the left and the right of the
political spectrum, the safety, security, and economic well-being of
Texans is not a Republican, nor a Democratic issue — it is an issue vitally
important to ALL Texans.

Rapidly accelerating technology, the proliferation of “black hat hackers,”
and today’s volatile geo-political environment, have significantly elevated
the threat of a catastrophic Electro Magnetic Pulse (EMP) event or a
terroristic assault in the form of a cyber-attack or an act of sabotage that
could dramatically and irreversibly change life as we know it. While this is
a nationwide threat, Texas stands alone in its ability to protect the Texas
electrical grid from this threat because Texas is the only state with an
electrical grid that is essentially isolated from other states.

At a lunch meeting with Texas Senators last week, US Department of
Energy Secretary Rick Perry spoke about the urgency to secure the grid.
We agree with Secretary Perry and cannot understand why there is not
a strong sense of urgency to move forward to protect the Texas grid
from terrorists, rogue nations, and naturally occurring geo-magnetic
storms.

Governor, we respectfully ask that you send a signal to special interests
that you value the lives and economic livelihood of Texans over their
objections. Please put grid security on the call for a special session. Lives
depend on getting this right.

The undersigned strongly support Senator Bob Hall’s grid security bill (SB
83), which will propel Texas forward in the urgent mission to strengthen,
harden, and protect our electrical grid against natural-occurring and
manmade attacks.

For Liberty — for Texas,

JoAnn Fleming Executive Director, Grassroots America PAC

Cathie Adams Director, Nat’l Eagle Forum, past Pres. TX Eagle Forum

Trayce Bradford President, Texas Eagle Forum

Dana Hodges State Director, Concerned Women for America of TX
Ann Hettinger Director, Center for Preservation of American Ideals

Anna Bartosh Treasurer, San Angelo TEA Party

Dr. Dwayne Collins Chairman, Edom TEA Party

Carol Doucet A Founder, Conservative Society of Navarro County

Clyde Bryan President, The Executive Council - Houston

Conservalive Sociely of Navarro County
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Toni & Tom Fabry
Rebecca Forest
Suezette Griffin
Daniel Hare
David Horton
Mary & Dale Huls
Jeremiah Hunter
Bill Hussey

Keith Kelly

Judy Kent

Larry Korkmas
Matt Long

Dr. Ivette Lozano
Susan Lucas
Timothy Lyng
Julie McCarty
Stacy McMahan
Ray Myers
George Pangborn
Laura Pressley, Ph.D.
Russell Ramsland
Barry A. Schlech, Ph.D.
Judy Schmid

Pat Tibbs

John Tweedell
Jared Woodfill
Dean Wright
Maggie Wright
Bill Bingham

Barb Stauffer
Janie Britain
Carroll Maxwell
Allen Tharp

Liz Theiss

Kelly Canon
Trevor Dupuy
Ruth York
Lyleann McClellan Thee
Deborah Bailey

Sarah Meador Lipsett
Robin & Jim Lennon
Sue Evenwel

Judy J. Brady

Lamar Cossey

Jan Shedd

Betty Fallert

Jackie King

Dottie Barnes

Chairman & Treasurer, Frisco TEA Party

Women on the Wall

President, Clear Lake TEA Party

President, Texas Patriots TEA Party

Titus County Republican Club

Executive Board Members, Clear Lake TEA Party
Chairman, We the People — Longview TEA Party
Founder/Past President, Llano TEA Party

A Founder/Past President, Texas Patriots TEA Party
President, Republican Women of NE Texas
President, TFIRE

President, Fredericksburg TEA Party

President, Dallas County Republican Assembly
Denton County Conservative Coalition
Co-founder, The Remembrance Project
President, NE Tarrant TEA Party

Exec. Director/President, East Texans for Liberty
President, Kaufman County TEA Party
President, Highland Lakes TEA Party

Founder, Save Our Texas Vote Coalition

Park Cites/Preston Hollow Leadership Forum

A Founder/Past President, Texas Patriots TEA Party
A Founder/President, Sugar Land TEA Party

President, Montgomery County TEA Party PAC
Coordinator, Convention of States
President, Conservative Republicans of Texas
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THe Executive CounciL

Director, New Revolution Now; Austin TEA Party Houston

A Founder/Past President, Texas Patriots TEA Party
Spokesman, Bryan/College Station TEA Party
Steering Committee member, Garland TEA Party
Steering Committee member, Garland TEA Party
President, Collin County Conservative Republicans
President, San Antonio TEA Party

Founder, Stop the Magnet

A Founder & Leader, SE Tarrant TEA Party

A Founder/Past President Highland Lakes TEA Party
President, TEA Party Patriots of Eastland County
President, San Angelo TEA Party

Member, San Angelo TEA Party

Member, San Angelo TEA Party
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President & Director, Kingwood TEA Party &s:.:‘%\
State GOP Executive Committeewoman, SD 1 cE)
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Charter member, Central Texas TEA Party
Co-Chair, Canton TEA Party

Events Chair/Webmaster, Kaufman County TEA Party
Steering Committee, Kaufman County TEA Party
Co-founder, Conservative Society of Navarro County
Co-founder, Conservative Society of Navarro County



Barbara Harless Founder, North Texas Citizens Lobby

Connie Curry West Texas Conservative Leadership

Terri Hall Leader, Spring Branch Grassroots Liberty Advocates
Mike Olcott Co-founder, Parker County Conservatives

San Antonio
TEA Party /
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DON'T TREAD ON US

Organizations are listed
for identification purposes.



