
Texas Conservative Grassroots Coalition 
Supporting Senate Concurrence on HB 45 – 
Safeguarding Texans' Constitutional Rights  

from Encroachment by Foreign Law    
 

May 10, 2017  

The Honorable Dan Patrick 
Lieutenant Governor, State of Texas 
 
Texas Senate GOP Caucus: 

The Honorable Paul Bettencourt 

The Honorable Brian Birdwell  

The Honorable Dawn Buckingham, MD 

The Honorable Konni Burton 

The Honorable Donna Campbell, MD 

The Honorable Brandon Creighton 

The Honorable Craig Estes 

The Honorable Bob Hall 

The Honorable Kelly Hancock 

The Honorable Don Huffines 

The Honorable Joan Huffman 

The Honorable Bryan Hughes 

The Honorable Lois Kolkhorst 

The Honorable Jane Nelson 

The Honorable Robert Nichols 

The Honorable Charles Perry 

The Honorable Charles Schwertner, MD 

The Honorable Kel Seliger 

The Honorable Larry Taylor 

The Honorable Van Taylor 

 

Hand-delivered Communication 

Re: Request for Senate Concurrence with HB 45 

Flynn/Leach/ 
Burkett/Parker/
Laubenberg 

Relating to requiring the Texas Supreme Court to adopt 
rules and provide judicial instruction regarding the 
application of foreign laws in certain family law cases. 

 

Dear Governor Patrick and Members of the Senate GOP Caucus: 
 

Passage of “American Laws for American Courts” has been a priority for 
conservative grassroots leaders in Texas for several sessions. We are delighted 
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that Rep. Dan Flynn’s efforts were successful with passage of HB 45 last 
Saturday, and we appreciate the outstanding leadership of Rep. Jeff Leach for 
his assistance on this legislation.  
 
Rep. Matt Rinaldi’s writings on this topic perfectly sum up the need for HB 45: 
“ALAC would codify areas of common law to provide greater protection from 
the application of foreign law that threatens discrimination against women and 
violations of fundamental Constitutional rights in family law cases. The most 
notable of these threats is posed by Sharia or Islamic law. 
 
Texas state courts, such as the Fort Worth Court of Appeals in Jabri v. Qaddura, 
for example, allow parties to choose Sharia or Islamic law, subject themselves to 
the jurisdiction of Islamic tribunals in family law matters, enforce their decisions 
in Texas courts, and waive appeal. This effectively allows an Islamic family 
court system to operate parallel to our own state court system and with little 
oversight. 
 
This parallel Sharia court system puts Texas women at risk of being subjected 
to laws that treat them unequally or sanction violence. For example, in the 
case of Ashfaq v. Ashfaq, the Houston Court of Appeals upheld the application of 
Islamic law that allowed a husband to divorce his wife by saying “I divorce you” 
three times, outside of her presence.  
 
Legal arguments subjecting individuals to the abuse and discrimination allowed 
or even prescribed by Sharia law, like that in Ashfaq are not uncommon in 
Texas. For example, in the 1991 case of Blackstone v. Aramco Services Co., the 
Houston Court of Appeals applied the Islamic law of Saudi Arabia, but denied on 
jurisdictional grounds the plaintiff’s request under Islamic law that the district 
court imprison and torture the alleged tortfeasor. Certainly more protection 
should be afforded to litigants in such situations than mere jurisdictional 
arguments and common law rules.  
 
ALAC provides an opportunity to provide additional protection to family litigants 
from applications of Sharia and other foreign law that would violate public 
policy. It would create a statutory basis for already existing common law which 
would prohibit legal arguments like those made in Blackstone and Asfaq from 
ever prevailing in the courts of Texas.”   
 
Governor Patrick and Senators, some 241 years ago, America’s founders 
gathered in Philadelphia to debate and write a unique document – the 
Declaration of Independence. This document declared the birth of a new nation 
– one that would no longer be ruled from a faraway foreign power. Many of 
these same men gathered eleven years later to construct our system of 
government embodied in the United States Constitution. The US Constitution 
was intended to be the supreme law of the land and never subjugated by any 
foreign laws.  
 
HB 45 helps safeguard Texans' constitutional rights from encroachment by 
foreign law. After overwhelming support in the TX House with 135 votes, we 
urge the Senate to swiftly concur with the House to allow this bill to proceed to 
Governor Abbott. 
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Thank you for your service to the people of the great state of Texas.  
 

Sincerely, the undersigned supporters of HB 45 as passed by the Texas House,* 

 
JoAnn Fleming, Executive Director, Grassroots America - We the People PAC 
 

Trayce Bradford,  Texas Eagle Forum President 

 

Cathie Adams, Board Member, National Eagle Forum;  past President, Texas 
Eagle Forum         
 
Dana Hodges, State Director, Concerned Women for America/Texas      
 
Julie McCarty, President, NE Tarrant TEA Party 

Bill Hussey, Founder & Past President, Llano TEA Party 

Ray Myers, Chairman, Kaufman County TEA Party 

Maggie Wright, Founding member, past President, Texas Patriots TEA Party 
 
Robin and Jim Lennon, President & Director, Kingwood TEA Party, Inc. 

Suezette Griffin, President, Clear Lake TEA Party 

 

Mary and Dale Huls, Past President & current Executive Committee members, 

Clear Lake TEA Party 

 
Dr. Dwayne Collins, Founder & Chairman,  Edom TEA Party 
 
Dean Wright, Co-founder/Director, New Revolution Now & the Austin TEA Party 

Suzanne Guggenheim, TEA Party Patriots State Coordinator – South Texas; 
Programs & Events Chairman, Corpus Christi TEA Party 
 
Larry Korkmas, President, TFIRE  
 
Russell Ramsland, Founder, Park Cites/Preston Hollow Leadership Forum 
 
Mike Openshaw, Co-founder , Communications Director, North Texas TEA Party 
 
Allen Tharp, President, San Antonio TEA Party 
 
Jeremiah Hunter, Chairman, We the People – Longview TEA Party 
 
Barry A. Schlech, Ph.D., A Founder/Past President, Texas Patriots TEA Party 
 
Liz Theiss, Founder, Stop the Magnet 
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Josie Schoolcraft, President, Cherokee County Texas Republican Club & William 
Schoolcraft, longtime Cherokee County Republican 
 
Pat Tibbs, President, Montgomery County TEA Party PAC 
 
Marcia Daughtrey, Vice Chairman, Smith County Republican Party 
 
Terri Hall, Founder/Director, Texans Uniting for Reform and Freedom (TURF) 
 
Ruth York, President, TEA Party Patriots of Eastland County; GOP Precinct Chair 
 
Jan Shedd, Events Chair/Webmaster, Kaufman County TEA Party 
 
Pastor Greg Young, Nationally Syndicated Radio host, Chosen Generation 
 
Judy J. Brady, Charter Member, Central Texas TEA Party  
 
Don Dixon, longtime transportation reform activist & blogger, San Antonio 
 
Lyleann McClellan Thee, President, San Angelo TEA Party 
 
Anna Bartosh, Treasurer, San Angelo TEA Party 
 
Toni and Tom Fabry, Chairman & Treasurer, Frisco TEA Party 

Rene Poe, Founder, Executive Committee member,  Hood County TEA Party  

Teresa Beckmeyer, Republican Party County Chair, Mitchell County 
 
Matt Long, President, Fredericksburg TEA Party of Texas 
 
Carroll Maxwell, President, Collin County Conservative Republicans 
 
Sue Evenwel, State GOP Executive Committeewoman,  Senate District 1  
 
Joe Harrison, Founder & Organizer, Cass County Patriots 
 
Mary E.(Betty) Fallert,  Steering committee member, Kaufman County TEA Party 
 
Rebecca Forest, President, Women on the Wall 
 
Mike and Cindy Schwartz, Co-Founders, We The People-Longview TEA Party 
 
LaDaune Ashley, Liverpool TX, founding member, Alvin TEA Party Patriots  
 
Sarah Kate Meador Lipsett, member, San Antonio TEA Party & Concho Valley 
Republican Women 
 
Barb Stauffer, Garland Tea Party Steering Committee Member 

Marty Hiles, Organizer, Texas Concerned Citizens, an Educational & Public Policy 
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Advocacy Organization 

Penny Story, Dallas County Republican Assembly 

Naomi Narvaiz, State Republican Executive Committee, Senate District 21 

Connie Curry, West Texas Conservative Leadership 

Lamar Cossey, Co-Chair, Canton TEA Party 

Craig Cosgray, Past President, Highland Lakes Tea Party 

George Pangborn, President, Highland Lakes TEA Party 

Larry Youngblood, President, Leon County Tea Party 

Elwood Smith, Chair, TEA Party Conservatives of Temple 

Timothy Lyng, Co-founder, The Remembrance Project 

Ann Hettinger, Director, Center for Preservation of American Ideals   
 
Mary Joe Cason, Organizer, Kaufman County TEA Party  
 
Marian Knowlton, GOP Chair, Atascosa County  
 
Lynn Gaston, Mitchell County GOP Precinct 2 Chair 
 
Susan Williamson, GOP County Chair, Menard County  
 
Tanya Robertson, State GOP Executive Committeewoman, Senate District 11 
 
Mike Olcott, Co-founder, Parker County Conservatives 
 
Laura Pressley, Ph.D., Founder, Save Our Texas Vote Coalition 
 
Rick Jackson, Steering Committee, Kaufman County TEA Party 
 
David Carter, Bell County Election Judge, Precinct 311 
 
Tammy Blair, GOP County Chair, Cherokee County 
 
Dr. Carole Hornsby Haynes, Education Policy Analyst  
 
Carol Doucet, a Founder, Conservative Society of Navarro County  
 
Jackie King, a Founder, Conservative Society of Navarro County 
 
Dottie Barnes, Charter Member, Conservative Society of Navarro County  
 
George Stephenson, Wake Up We the People, Broadcaster  
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Kelly Canon, Leader,  SE Tarrant TEA Party 
 
Camille Johnson, Leader, Carrollton TEA Party  
 
Brady Whatley, Flower Mound Area Republican Club 
 
David Ellis, Garland TEA Party  
 
Bill Bingham, Spokesman, Bryan/College Station Tea Party 
 
Deborah Bailey, San Angelo TEA Party  
 
Brenda Schwartz, San Angelo TEA Party 
 
Karla Oquin, San Angelo TEA Party  
 
Rhonda Lacey, State GOP Executive Committeewoman, Senate District 31 
 
Stacy McMahan, Executive Director/President, East Texans for Liberty 
 
Bill Monroe, Sugar Land TEA Party  
 
Evelyn Montalvo, Sugar Land TEA Party, Spirit of Freedom Republican Women 
 
John Alaniz, former President, Central Texas TEA Party  
 
Brad T. Underwood, Organizer, Dallas Liberty Center 
 
Maria Martinez, Executive Director, Immigration Reform Coalition of Texas 
 

 
CC:  The Honorable Greg Abbott, Governor, State of Texas 

 

       

 

 

* Organizations are listed for identification purposes.  
All expenditures related to production were assumed and reported by 

Grassroots America – We the People PAC. 
 


